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  4543 Douglas Road – Toledo, Ohio 43613
	               419-473-1369
                        
             

Email:  faithunitedlutherantoledo@gmail.com
Website:  www.faithunitedlutherantoledo.com or www.faithunited.church 
Pastor: Pr. Tom Schaeffer			Worship Services:  Sunday – 10:00 am
Secretary:  Jan Weatherly 			Choir Director:  Rick Napierala 
Organist:  Patricia Haase			Vicar:  Frank Weaver			          
Office Hours:  Monday through Friday, 10:30 am – 3:00 pm

In case of an emergency, you may reach Pastor Tom at 419-481-3891 or Jim Gries at 419-535-8595

Faith United Lutheran Church Mission Statement
We are committed to seeing every member grow as a “disciple who makes disciples.”  We profess that the church is not a building but is the people of God sent into the world to proclaim the Gospel.  We do this through both words and actions with the hope of seeing more and more people come to faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
A Message from our Pastor[image: ]

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Christmas Eve is a sacred and joy-filled time in the life of our church, and this year, we invite you to experience something truly special.
Our Christmas Eve Worship Service will be held on Wednesday, December 24 at 8:00 pm. But you’ll want to come early, as beautiful Christmas music will begin before the service starts, setting the tone for a night of celebration and reverence.
This will be a powerful service of Word and Sacrament, rich in tradition and full of life. Our worship will feature a brass ensemble accompanying our beloved pipe organ, and the Faith United Choir will offer their voices in beautiful song. Together, we will gather to celebrate the miraculous birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose coming changes everything.
As we’ve seen in recent years, attendance at our Christmas Eve worship continues to grow—a sign of God’s Spirit at work and a wonderful opportunity to extend our welcome to others. We encourage you to invite a neighbor, a friend, or a family member to join you this year. This is a perfect moment to share the hope of Christ with someone who may need it.
Because of our growing numbers, we ask our members to help us make room in a few important ways:
· If you’re able, please park on the side of Luther Hall, along nearby streets, or in specially designated areas for Christmas Eve.
· Parking lot greeters will be present to help direct traffic and assist visitors.
· In the sanctuary, please sit close together and toward the front when possible. This will create more space toward the rear of the worship area for guests, who often feel most comfortable there.
We believe this service will be the highlight of your Advent and Christmas season—an inspiring, sacred, and joy-filled moment for our congregation and community.
So come early. Come expectant. Come ready to worship the newborn King.
Let’s celebrate the light that shines in the darkness—and invite others to see it with us.
Merry Christmas, and may Christ be born anew in each of us.
United in Faith,
Pastor Tom

WHAT’S NEW AT FAITH UNITED
Facebook Page:  If you haven’t been to Faith United’s Facebook page yet, please visit there (and Like us.)  Anyone is welcome to share photos of church activities, say hello to one another and just keep up on news.  You can also share upcoming events with your Friends. It is called Faith United Lutheran Church.
Web Site – The church’s Web site, www.faithunitedlutherantoledo.com or www.faithunited.church, is a great source for information for you and you can tell friends to check out the site to find out what is happening at Faith United!  
Church Office Hours – Office hours are 10:30 – 3:00 M-F.  
		          
SOUL FOOD SUNDAY
We asked, and boy did you deliver!  On Nov. 23 we took in a record amount of food that filled the entire altar space, which was delivered to Marketplace in time for their opening week after being closed for over a year.  The folks there were thrilled and grateful to have so much food donated to help all of their clients.  Let’s keep it going by donating what you can to help people get through Christmas with enough to feed themselves and their families.

WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)  
The December 6 WELCA Bible Study and Fellowship will begin with Fellowship shared Downtown with the folks who attend the “Community Picnic” sponsored by Fellowship Matters, Inc.  A meal is offered and other in-kind items are shared. We will offer, gloves, socks, quilts, and Hygiene and Homeless Kits.  Those wishing to participate Downtown should arrive at church by 9:15 am.  At 10 am Gale Rose and Terry Hall will be hosting a time of fellowship in the Lounge for those not going downtown.  We will ALL gather for the Bible Study, “Practicing Advent imagination: Matthew’s dreamers and Isaiah’s visions” when the Downtown folks return to church, around 11:15.
WELCA would like to thank you, Church, for your kind and always abundant support of our Mission:Action outreach projects. 
Let us eagerly and prayerfully anticipate the HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE of the Advent Season that leads us to the gift of Jesus on Christmas.
As the New Year begins, WELCA will meet on Saturday, January 3 at 10:00 am in the Lounge to begin our winter Bible Study, “Embodied prayer” by the Rev. Liv Larson.  Session One is entitled, “Praying with our bodies.” Looking to the Apostle Paul, Mary, the Psalms and more, we’ll learn about and try three embodied practices of prayer based on breathing techniques, the use of beads (such as the rosary) and praying in different postures (sitting, standing and kneeling).  Now, don’t let these offered practices scare you away…remember were learning, participation is your personal preference!

Living Awake,
Cindy Sauppé
OUTREACH MINISTRY
Reminder: Feast of Abundance Dinner
Join us for the Feast of Abundance Dinner on Friday, December 19th at 6:00 PM in the church fellowship hall. It will be a joyful evening of food, fellowship, and gratitude, celebrating the blessings we share as a community. Bring your family, invite a friend, and come hungry for both good food and good company!

Also, there will be no TGIF Food and Fun night this month.
Jan Weatherly, Outreach Coordinator

From the Church Office Secretary
“Let all that you do be done in love”  1 Corinthians 16:14
As we close out 2025, I want to pause and give heartfelt thanks to each of you who has given your time, energy, and care in the church office this year. Whether answering phones, preparing bulletins, organizing events, or simply offering a listening ear, your presence has been a blessing.
There are far too many of you to name individually, but please know that every act of service —seen and unseen—has helped our ministry run smoothly and made our church a place of welcome and warmth. Every task you’ve taken on has carried the spirit of service, and together you’ve shown what it means to be the body of Christ in action.
I am deeply grateful for your patience, your creativity, and your willingness to step in wherever needed. You have not only supported me, but you have strengthened our whole community.
May God continue to bless you for the generosity you’ve shared. I look forward to all that we will do together in the year ahead.
With gratitude and joy,
Jan Weatherly
The church office will be closed December 24th at noon, and all day on Christmas Day and Friday, December 26th.

Dear Church Family,
After much prayer and reflection, I want to share that I will be stepping down as Outreach Coordinator as of December 31, 2025. Serving in this role has been one of the greatest joys of my ministry journey. Together we have welcomed neighbors, hosted events, and extended Christ’s love in ways that have touched lives both within and beyond our walls.
There are far too many people to name, but I am deeply grateful for every volunteer, supporter, and friend who has stood alongside me in this work. Your generosity and faithfulness have made outreach not just a program, but a living testimony of God’s abundance.
Although my time as Outreach Coordinator is ending, I will continue to devote myself more fully to my role as church secretary. I look forward to serving in this capacity, supporting our ministries, and helping ensure that the daily life of our church runs smoothly and with warmth.
With gratitude and hope,
Jan Weatherly, Outreach Coordinator

Annual Cookie Buffet
Calling all cookie bakers and candy makers to participate in our popular annual Cookie Buffet.  Please bring your goodies to church on Saturday, Dec. 13, between 10:00 and 11:00 am so we can offer them to the AA people who meet at noon.  They always look forward to this event.  We will offer them before and after our worship service on Sunday, Dec. 14.  This event benefits Social Ministry, and the money is used wherever needed at church.
Thank you in advance for your donations of goodies.

Christmas Angel Tree
The Angel Tree is up in the Narthex.  There are two families from Longfellow School with several children, and Mike Links’ grandson, for you to choose from.  There are two ornaments for each child – one for clothes and one for toys.  Please write your name on the paper by the tree next to the child’s name.  If buying a gift for the parents, suggested gifts would be a gift card to Walmart, Kroger, Meier, or Target.  All gifts need to be wrapped with the paper ornament on the gift and returned to church by Sunday, Dec. 14, due to Christmas break beginning on Dec. 18.  If there are no “ornaments” left and you would like to help out, you could buy a gift card for the family to one of the above-mentioned stores.  Thank you for generously participating and showing some Love to the families in need.  

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve:  The due date was Sunday, Nov. 30 to purchase poinsettias.  However, due to the snow, many of you who didn’t venture out on Sunday may have missed the deadline.  If you call the church office, we can extend the deadline until this Friday, Dec. 5th.  Payment needs to be made by Dec. 7 for those who call in an order.  Please fill out the order form and place it, and a check for the order in the offering on Sunday.  Thank you to all who purchased or plan to purchase a poinsettia to decorate our sanctuary.

Faith United Members in concerts - you are invited to attend!
Maumee Community Band – Christmas Concerts on Sunday, Dec. 1 at 2:00 at the Maumee United Methodist Church
Tuesday, Dec. 3 at 7:00 at the Maumee Library.
Toledo Choral Society – Handel’s Messiah.  Sunday, Dec. 7 at 3:00, Gesu Catholic Church, 2049 Parkside Boulevard, Toledo.  Tickets are $35 and are available at toledochoralsociety.org, or at the door.  
“Joy” Christmas concerts at three locations:  1.  Friday, Dec. 12 at 7pm at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church, 8330 Lewis Ave., Temperance, MI. 
2.  Sunday, Dec. 14 at 3:00 at Maumee United Methodist Church, 405 Sackett St., Maumee
3.  Sunday, Dec. 21 at 2:00 at the Historic Church of St. Patrick, 130 Avondale Ave., Toledo.  All “Joy” concerts are free with a free-will offering accepted. For all “Joy” concerts, the choir requests attendees bring one or more canned goods for our Christmas food drive.

Christmas Decorating
We decorated the church on Sunday, Nov. 30.  Many people stayed to help, and the church looks beautiful.  There were too many helpers to name, but a HUGE Thank you to all who helped!  

Please join us on Dec. 24 at 8:00pm to celebrate the birth of our Lord.  Pre-Service music starts at 7:30.  Hope to see you there!

Congregational Meetings – Dec. 7 & 14
On Sunday, Dec. 7, there will be a brief congregational meeting after worship in the sanctuary for the purpose of nominating people to serve on the Church Council beginning in Jan. 2026.  On Dec. 14 we will also meet to vote on those candidates.

SPECIAL BUILDING ACTIVITIES - DECEMBER 2025
Wednesday	12/03/2025		7:00-9:00		Family Advent Night		Luther Hall
Friday		12/05/2025		5:00-10:00		Private Event			Luther Hall 
Saturday	12/06/2025		10:00-12:00		WELCA				Lounge
					10:00-4:00		Private Event			Luther Hall + K
Tuesday	12/09/2025		6:00-9:00		Advent By Candlelight		Luther Hall + K
Wednesday	12/10/2025		10:30-12:30		Birth Certificates		Chapel
Friday		12/12/2025		11:00-1:00		Food For Thought		Luther Hall
Saturday	12/13/2025		8:00-5:00		Lifeline Screening		Luther Hall
Sunday		12/14/2025		12:00-6:00		Private Event			Luther Hall + K
Friday		12/19/2025		5:30-7:30		Feast of Abundance		Luther Hall + K
Saturday	12/20/2025		12:00-9:00		Private Event			Luther Hall + K
Wednesday	12/24/2025		9:00-4:00		Private Event			Luther Hall + K
		12/24/2025		8:00-9:00		Christmas Eve Worship		Sanctuary
Thursday	12/25/2025		9:00-10:00		Private Event			Luther Hall + K

REGULAR BUILDING USE-DECEMBER 2025
Monday			11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA	Lower Edu Wing
			4:30-9:30		Driving School		Lower Edu Wing
			5:30-8:30		Kylie & Co.		Luther Hall
Tuesday		10:00-12:00		Quilting Group		Up Edu Wing
11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA	Lower Edu Wing
			4:30-9:30		Driving School		Lower Edu Wing
			6:15-7:40		Overeaters Anon.	Lounge
			4:30-9:30		TDV			Luther Hall
Wednesday		11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA	Lower Edu Wing
			5:30-8:30		Kylie & Co.		Luther Hall
			7:30-10:00		12 Step West AA	Lower Edu Wing
Thursday		11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA	Lower Edu Wing
			2:00-4:00		Quilting Group		Up Edu Wing
4:30-9:30		Driving School		Lower Edu Wing
			5:30-7:00		Basketball Group	Luther Hall
			7:30-9:30		TDV			Luther Hall
			7:00-9:00		Church Choir		Sanctuary
Friday			11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA	Lower Edu Wing
			4:30-9:30		TDV			Luther Hall
Saturday		11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA	Lower Edu Wing
			
 
This schedule can change at any time, so please check with the office BEFORE scheduling any activities.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Members at Home: Keith Flick; Rochelle Krolak; Carrie Darr; Jan Ellenberger; Paul Nelson; Rick Morrin; Lucy Young; Mike Fowler; Richard Kaczmarek; Ryanne, Josh, & Becca White; Elizabeth Callis; Gail Fredericks; Carole Haugh; Linda & John Bailiff; Art Michaelis; Bill & Mary Ann McDermott; Pauletta Forbes; Ann Krebser; Peg & Ron Gould; Nancy Robinson; Karen & Mike Isbell; Tom & Mike Hillesheim; Joanna Ranes; Rob Young; Chuck Dolt; Marcia Conn; Randy Collier; Sandy & Steve Drake; Larry Matzinger; Lori Knous; Lydia Latsch.
Hospitals/Care Centers: Julie Ann Boesenhofer (UTMC); Michael Morrin.
Friends & Family: Kim Burd; Kristin Ray; Marlene Knapik; Al & Sandy Brady; Barb Fisher; Marian Knoblock; Haywood Garmin; Larry Banks; Sauppe’ & Obernesser Family; Family & Friends of Shari Gorski’s brother; The Family & Friends of Preston Fischer; Bailey Crawford; Family of Mancy Hubbel; Family of Ronald Lee; Holly Ditsmear; Lavette Hill; Mary Ray & Family on death of her brother, Steven; Karen, Dominique, Judi, Mike & Katherine; The Meachem Family; Kelly Cowell; Lisa; Morlock & Jones Families; Paige, Ron & Kim Ashman; Chelly, Barb, Dick, Jack, & Uncle Hen; Gillan & Josh on loss of Baby Dakota; Sara Cannon; Stephanie Johnson; Chris Neuser; Nancy Borsani; Donna Skiver; Barbie; Randy; Claudia Sauer; Doris Williams; Shirley Finnegan Skeldon; Ryan Kemp; Ron Grubinski; Jason, Claire, Erin, & Tatum; Lara, John, Guy, Karen, & Mary Jane; Wesley Garcia; Pr. Andrew Edwards & Congregation of NW Baptist Church; Jeff & Steven Monnett; Sue Rogalski; Charlene Jones; Jim Stykemain; Jill Robinson; George Seigrist; Marilyn Laughlin, Dave Krolak; Mike Lindecker; Jeff, Cindy, & Whitmore family; Rita & Frank Arvay, Wayne Jackson; Margaret Schonter, Doug Frosch, Aunt Lois, Becker Family.

In the military:  Roy Oberhaus, Bill Myers, Jason Weatherly, Kyle Dietrich, Thomas Maher, Sean Ray, Logan Hillesheim, Chris, Pete Christoff, Nicholas Kerchvall, Andrea Perry, Jacob Meyer, Hunter Mortemore.

October Income and Expenses.                 This information is compiled from the weekly offering control sheets
Accounting of Income:
L/R New Life					1,300.00
Loose						    35.00
Online Giving					2,317.30
Currency/Checks			           		28,937.23
Rental						2,184.39   (Rental deposits not refunded yet)
Building						     20.00
Synod Benevolence				       2.00
Misc. Flowers/Outreach				   258.57
Birth Certificates				  	 100.00
LWorld Hunger					   275.00
Transfer from savings			           	*38,529.35							
Income Deposited			           	$74,958.84. (This includes the transferred money from savings)

Expenses Paid:
A. Synod Benevolence			1,594.00		
B. Parish Ministry			           	12,555.66
C. Worship			             		3,152.70
D. Christian Ed				    35.11	
E. Programs				  893.00
F. Parish Administration			3,796.83
G. Maintenance				9,567.22
H. Building Mortgage			1,829.00 
Total Expenses		           		33,423.52
Income over Expenses		          	$41,535.32
· 38,529.35 from savings to pay for HVAC
            Actual income over expenses	                3,005.97
                                                      
Please Note:  The January newsletter will come out around the 15th and will be combined with February’s newsletter.  For that reason, January birthdays and Bible readings are included in this issue.

Happy Birthday to…!					Happy Anniversary to…		
Dec.	1	Shannon Carmony				4	Peg & Dave Hinds
	2	Ryan Titkemeier					7	Paul & Juanita LeClair
	4	Kayden Benedict				19	Linda & John Bailiff
	7	Nancy Robinson				27	Chuck & Caroline Dolt
	8	Bill Koegler
	11	Peg Gould, Donald Rose				January Birthdays 
	12	Kristen Haase					4	Rose Taylor, Abigail Wells
	14	Tom Schaeffer, Catherine Bartelheim		6	Benjamin Pushka
	15	Alexis Bolan, Richard Kaczmarek			7	Jan Ellenberger
	19	Peg Hinds					10	Kristen Young
	21	Jan Titkemeier					11 	Paul Haase, Mike Hillesheim
	22	Sue Kucz					14	Jack Bartelheim
	23	Chuck Dolt					18	Marcia Conn, Christina Bartelheim
	28	Kristy Sims					22	Wilson Collier, Lynne Jacobson
	30	Randy Collier					25	Amy Thompson
	31	Tricia Haase, Lauren Miller	
Bible Readings for December					Bible Readings for January
1	Romans 6:1-11						1	Matthew 2:13-23
2	Hebrews 11:32-40					2	Hebrews 11:1-12
3	Matthew 24:23-35					3	Hebrews 11:13-22
4	Acts 1:12-17, 21-26					4	Hebrews 11:23-31
5	Acts 13:16-25						5	Hebrews 11:32 – 12:2
6	John 1:19-28						6	Matthew 2:1-12
7	Matthew 3:1-12						7	Ephesians 3:14-21
8	1 Thessalonians 4:1-12					8	Ephesians 4:7, 11-16
9	Romans 15:14-21						9	Luke 13:31-35
10	Matthew 12:33-37					10	Acts 9:19b-31
11	2 Peter 3:1-10						11	Matthew 3:13-17
12	2 Peter 3:11-18						12	Acts 10:44-48
13	Luke 3:1-18						13	Acts 8:4-13
14	Matthew 11:2-11						14	Matthew 12:15-21
15	Acts 5:12-16						15	Galatians 1:6-12
16	Jude 17-25						16	Acts 1:1-5
17	Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34					17	Luke 5:1-11
18	Galatians 3:23-29						18	John 1:29-42
19	Galatians 4:1-7						19	Acts 8:26-40
20	John 3:31-36						20	Hebrews 10:1-4
21	Matthew 1:18-25						21	Matthew 9:14-17
22	Revelation 22:6-7, 18-20					22	Galatians 1:11-24
23	Galatians 3:6-14						23	Galatians 2:1-10
24	Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]					24	Luke 5:27-32
25	Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20						25	Matthew 4:12-23
26	Acts 7:29 – 8:8						26	Ephesians 5:6-14
27	1 John 5:1-12						27	Philippians 2:12-18
28	Matthew 2:13-23						28	Luke 1:67-79
29	Luke 19:41-44						29	1 Peter 3:8-12
30	2 Corinthians 4:16-18					30	1 Timothy 5:17-24
31	John 8:12-19						31	John 13:31-35

Wishing all a Blessed Christmas and a Safe and Healthy 2026 
from the staff of Faith United
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