FAITH UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH
4543 DOUGLAS ROAD
TOLEDO, OH  43613





JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026
		































 FAITH CHRONICLES
	
          Faith United Lutheran Church
  4543 Douglas Road – Toledo, Ohio 43613
	               419-473-1369
                        
             

Email:  faithunitedlutherantoledo@gmail.com
Website:  www.faithunitedlutherantoledo.com or www.faithunited.church 
Pastor: Pr. Tom Schaeffer			Worship Services:  Sunday – 10:00 am
Secretary:  Jan Weatherly 			Adult Bible Study – 8:45 am
Choir Director:  Rick Napierala 		Organist:  Patricia Haase			
Vicar: Frank Weaver			          
Office Hours:  Monday through Friday, 10:30 am – 3:00 pm

In case of an emergency, you may reach Pastor Tom at 419-481-3891 or Jim Gries at 419-535-8595

Faith United Lutheran Church Mission Statement
We are committed to seeing every member grow as a “disciple who makes disciples.”  We profess that the church is not a building but is the people of God sent into the world to proclaim the Gospel.  We do this through both words and actions with the hope of seeing more and more people come to faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
A Message from our Pastor[image: ]

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We’ve just turned the calendar on another year, but not just any year. 2025 was an amazingly blessed season in the life of Faith United.
We are growing. And that growth can be seen in every corner of our ministry. Our average worship attendance has increased every year since our inception, and 2025 was no exception. The same is true of financial giving. Each year, we see a deeper generosity taking root in our congregation. We are becoming more intergenerational, with children, youth, adults, and elders sharing life, faith, and leadership together. We also continue to stretch outward as we serve and reach the Toledo area with the love of Christ in new and faithful ways.
Perhaps the clearest sign of this was our Christmas Eve worship, which welcomed nearly 200 people into our sanctuary. That number isn’t just impressive; it’s inspiring. It’s evidence that God is doing something special in our midst. It’s a sign that people are hungry for truth, for hope, for belonging, and they are finding it here.
But with all of this blessing comes a deeper calling.
You’ve heard it said that with great power comes great responsibility. The same is true in the church. God has entrusted us with growth, not just for our own sake, but for the sake of His Kingdom. That means we must remain focused. Our goal is not simply to grow our church, but to grow God’s Kingdom.
Our commitment in 2026 is to be a church that encourages and inspires people to be disciples who make disciples. If we focus on that mission, if we stay rooted in God’s Word, empowered by the Spirit, and outward in our vision, then yes, our church will continue to grow. But that growth will not be the goal. It will be the result of faithful living.
This is going to be an exciting year. But honestly, every year has been exciting for me here at Faith United. That’s part of why I’m still here. This March marks a milestone. It will officially become the longest call of my ministry, passing nine years. I can hardly believe it. But I truly can’t wait to see what Year 10 will bring.
Let’s step into this year with gratitude, with focus, and with expectation.
God is moving. Let’s follow.

United in Faith,
Pastor Tom

WHAT’S NEW AT FAITH UNITED
Facebook Page:  If you haven’t been to Faith United’s Facebook page yet, please visit there (and Like us.)  Anyone is welcome to share photos of church activities, say hello to one another and just keep up on news.  You can also share upcoming events with your Friends. It is called Faith United Lutheran Church.
Web Site – The church’s Web site, www.faithunitedlutherantoledo.com or www.faithunited.church, is a great source for information for you and you can tell friends to check out the site to find out what is happening at Faith United!  
Church Office Hours – Office hours are 10:30 – 3:00 M-F.  
		          

SOUL FOOD SUNDAY
We have responded so generously to the enormous need in the community for food.  In November and in December, we took in a lot of food for Market Place.  They have recently just opened back up, and I’m told that their clients are back and they have given out all of the food we donated.  That tells you how great the need is.  Please remember that the third Sunday is Soul Food Sunday, and as you are able, continue to bring in food for those in our community who are in need.

WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)  
Redeeming grace – A message from Julia Seymour, Gather Magazine.  (The magazine of the Women of the ELCA)
“God of redeeming grace, at the turn of the church year, we remember all those who have gone before us.  Their faithful witness is a guide for our choices and a reminder of your sustaining presence and providence across time and space.  May we -like Elisha from Elijah- inherit a double portion of strength, courage and trust in you. (Kings 2: 9-14)…
Prince of Peace, help us remember that our witness does not have to be grand, dramatic or even very adventurous.  You will place us in the right places and equip us in the right way to carry out your will for hope, joy, peace and love.  Knowing this, we can indeed sleep in heavenly peace and wake to the dawn of your redeeming grace (ELW 281).  Amen”
Saturday, January 3 will be WELCA’s first Bible Study and Fellowship gathering of the New Year.  We continue to meet at 10:00 am in the Lounge.  All ladies are most welcome. Embodied Prayer is the title of our two-part study.  ‘Prayer is an important part of our relationship with God, and one of the ways we respond to God speaking in our lives.  At the same time, we may carry al kinds of baggage or heavy questions about prayer: Am I doing it “right?” Do I pray enough? Is prayer always done with words?  This two-part Bible study looks to Scripture as a guide to explore some different ways we can pray with our bodies-and with the body of the earth.”
Session One: Praying with our bodies – “Looking to the Apostle Paul, Mary, the Psalms and more, we’ll learn about and try three embodied practices of prayer based on breathing techniques, the use of beads, and praying in different postures.”  Please don, let these different practices scare you away…remembering we are just learning about them, participation is your personal preference.
Saturday, February 7, WELCA will meet for our monthly Bible Study and Fellowship continuing our study, Now Let us Pray…Embodied Prayer.
Praying with the body of the earth uses scripture “to inspire us to regard the natural world as both a sacred space and our neighbor, calling us to be in relationship with the Earth and to notice God’s presence in this relationship.”  All women are always welcome.
Watch the bulletin other possible February events.

Living Awake,
Cindy Sauppé
From the Outgoing Outreach Coordinator

I want to share from my heart that I will be stepping down as the coordinator of the Outreach Ministry at Faith United. This has not been an easy decision, because serving in this ministry—and serving alongside such dedicated, compassionate people—has been one of the great joys of my time here. Reaching out to our neighbors and welcoming others into the life of our church has been a privilege I will always treasure.

My hope and prayer is that the spirit of outreach will continue to flourish in this congregation. Our church’s health and future depend on our willingness to extend Christ’s love beyond our walls, to invite newcomers into worship, and to be living witnesses of God’s grace. Each of us has a part to play in that calling, and I trust that this ministry will continue to grow through your faithfulness.

Thank you, truly, for every bit of support, encouragement, and partnership you have offered over the years. I am deeply grateful for the ways you have walked with me in this work.

Yours in Christ,

Jan Weatherly, Outreach Coordinator

From the Church Office Secretary
I want to offer my heartfelt thanks for the cards, kind words, and holiday well‑wishes you shared with me. Your thoughtfulness truly touched me. As we step into a new year, I’m grateful for the privilege of continuing to serve Faith United alongside all of you.

I also want to express deep appreciation for those who give their time and gifts as Worship Assistants each Sunday. Your ministry is often quiet and behind the scenes, yet it is essential to the beauty and flow of our worship. Thank you for showing up with such faithfulness. You help make our shared worship possible, and I am profoundly grateful.

Respectfully submitted,
Jan Weatherly, Office Secretary
Also from the Church Secretary…

“Let all that you do be done in love”  1 Corinthians 16:14

As we close out 2025, I want to pause and give heartfelt thanks to each of you who has given your time, energy, and care in the church office this year. Whether answering phones, preparing bulletins, organizing events, or simply offering a listening ear, your presence has been a blessing.

There are far too many of you to name individually, but please know that every act of service —seen and unseen—has helped our ministry run smoothly and made our church a place of welcome and warmth. Every task you’ve taken on has carried the spirit of service, and together you’ve shown what it means to be the body of Christ in action.

I am deeply grateful for your patience, your creativity, and your willingness to step in wherever needed. You have not only supported me, but you have strengthened our whole community.

May God continue to bless you for the generosity you’ve shared. I look forward to all that we will do together in the year ahead.

With gratitude and joy,
Jan Weatherly


Annual Cookie Buffet and Angel Tree
A huge thank you to all who generously provided cookies for the annual cookie buffet.  The money this generated will be used for needs within the church.  One of our greatest patrons of the buffet is the AA group that meets every day at noon.  They love the cookie buffet, and it gives them added connection to our congregation.  Thank you, also, to all who provided gifts for the families we sponsored, and for the tags on the second tree that went to needy babies and moms.  Your generosity was a blessing to all who received the help at Christmas.


Thank You
Sadly, we had to take all the beautiful Christmas decorations down, but this could not have been done without the generous help of a lot of people.  Thank you so much for staying after worship with no notice to help get this done.  Thank you to all who helped make Advent and Christmas beautiful at Faith United.  It takes a village, or in this case, a congregation of faithful, giving members to help with all the preparations for Christmas, and to provide a beautiful Christmas Eve worship.  


Annual Congregational Meetings – January 25 after worship
The annual Congregational Meeting will take place on January 25 immediately following worship, in Luther Hall.  We will be voting on a constitutional amendment as well as the new budget for 2026.  Come, make your voice heard!


The 2026 Church Council
The 2026 church council is as follows:  Marcia Conn, Jim Gries, Sheryl Johnson, Mike Link, Sarah Monnett, Rick Neeley, Chuck Pintner, and Craig Whitaker.  (Bold print indicates the newly elected members).  The first meeting is Monday, Jan.12, at which time they will elect officers, which will be announced after that time.  Thank you to out-going members for your dedication and service to Faith United:  Mike Fowler, Peg Hinds and Art Schroeder.

Thank You received:
Once again, our Faith United “family” has been wonderful to us.  After almost a year of rotator cuff surgery and complications, we were feeling very blessed that Jan was finally almost back to normal.  Well, normal was short-lived after she fell in October and broke her right elbow.  Of course, it was the same arm, and yes, she is right-handed.
Thanks to the care and support of so many of you, we are repeating our thoughts of gratitude.  Whether it was a phone call, a meal that was provided, a card, or numerous prayers, each and every thing was most appreciated.  God has blessed us with many very special people in our lives.
Wishing everyone a healthy and happy 2026,
Chuck and Jan Ellenberger






SPECIAL BUILDING ACTIVITIES – JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026

Friday		01/09/2026		11:00-1:00		Food For Thought		Luther Hall

Saturday	01/10/2026		10:00-6:00		Private Event			Luther Hall + K

Monday	01/12/2026		7:00-9:00		Church Council		Council Room

Wednesday	01/14/2026		10:30-12:30		Birth Certificates		Faith Chapel

Saturday	01/17/2026		09:00-10:00		Private Event			Luther Hall + K

Friday		01/23/2026		6:00-??			TGIF				Luther Hall + K

Sunday	01/25/2026		After Worship	Annual Meeting			Luther Hall

Wednesday 	01/28/2026		10:30-12:30		Birth Certificates		Faith Chapel

REGULAR BUILDING USE-JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026

Monday		11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA		Lower Edu Wing
			4:30-9:30		Driving School		Lower Edu Wing
			5:30-8:30		Kylie & Co.			Luther Hall
Tuesday		10:00-12:00		Quilting Group		Up Edu Wing
11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA		Lower Edu Wing
			4:30-9:30		Driving School		Lower Edu Wing
			6:15-7:40		Overeaters Anon.		Lounge
Wednesday		11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA		Lower Edu Wing
			5:30-8:30		Kylie & Co.			Luther Hall
			7:30-10:00		12 Step West AA		Lower Edu Wing
Thursday		11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA		Lower Edu Wing
			2:00-4:00		Quilting Group		Up Edu Wing
4:30-9:30		Driving School		Lower Edu Wing
			5:30-7:00		Basketball Group		Luther Hall
			7:00-9:00		Church Choir			Sanctuary
Friday			11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA		Lower Edu Wing
Saturday		11:00-1:00		Open-Minded AA		Lower Edu Wing
		
This schedule can change at any time, so please check with the office BEFORE scheduling any activities.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Members at Home: Trisha Haase; Keith Flick; Jim & Shari Gorski; Rochelle Krolak; Jan Ellenberger; Paul Nelson; Rick Morrin; Lucy Young; Mike Fowler; Carrie Darr; Richard Kaczmarek; Ryanne, Josh, & Becca White; Elizabeth Callis; Gail Fredericks; Carole Haugh; Linda & John Bailiff; Art Michaelis; Bill & Mary Ann McDermott; Pauletta Forbes; Ann Krebser; Peg & Ron Gould; Nancy Robinson; Karen & Mike Isbell; Tom & Mike Hillesheim; Joanna Ranes; Rob Young; Chuck Dolt; Marcia Conn; Randy Collier; Sandy & Steve Drake; Larry Matzinger; Lori Knous; Lydia Latsch.
Hospitals/Care Centers: Julie Ann Boesenhofer (Elmwood Skilled Nursing Center); Michael Morrin.
Friends & Family: Emma Lowry; Kris; Donna Skiver; Bill Christen; Debbie Klapp; Claudia Sauer, Pam & Alan Garcia; Shelley Pommelson; Mike & Sara Cannon; Emma Grubinski; Doug Frosch, Bonnie Grove; Kim Burd; Kristin Ray; Bailey Crawford; Shirley Finnegan Skeldon; Steven Monnett; Sue Rogalski; Jim Stykemain; George Seigrist; Marilyn Laughlin, Dave Krolak; Margaret Schonter, Aunt Lois, Becker Family, the Stiles Family.

In the military:  Roy Oberhaus, Bill Myers, Jason Weatherly, Kyle Dietrich, Thomas Maher, Sean Ray, Logan Hillesheim, Chris, Pete Christoff, Nicholas Kerchvall, Andrea Perry, Jacob Meyer, Hunter Mortemore.

November Income and Expenses.                 This information is compiled from the weekly offering control sheets
Accounting of Income:
L/R New Life			$1,300.00			
Loose				$   129.00		    
Online Giving			$1,828.50		
Currency/Checks		            $16,415.00          		
Rental				$3,131.24		
Building				$     20.00		
Synod Benevolence		$       4.00		
Misc. Flowers/Outreach		$    384.75			   
Birth Certificates			$		  	 
LWorld Hunger			$    140.00		
Transfer from savings			           								
Income Deposited	             $24,085.48		           	
Expenses Paid:
A. Synod Benevolence	$		
B. Parish Ministry		$12,204.67	           	
C. Worship			$ 3,301.61	             		
D. Christian Ed		$		    	
E. Programs		$1,384.58		
F. Parish Administration	$4,024.38		
G. Maintenance		$4,468.78		
H. Building Mortgage	$1,829.00		 
Total Expenses	             $27,213.02	           		
Income over Expenses   -$3,127.54	          	
           
Happy Birthday to…!							
January Birthdays 						February Birthdays
4	Rose Taylor, Abigail Wells					2	Diana Coyne, Joyce (Wow)Wagner, 
6	Benjamin Pushka							Molly Brown, Frank Navarre
7	Jan Ellenberger						4	Paul LeClair
10	Kristen Young						5	Joanne Kraus, Jane Mulikin, Tyrone Rupp
11 	Paul Haase, Mike Hillesheim				7	Shearl Schmidt, Michele Flick
14	Jack Bartelheim						16	Caroline Dolt
18	Marcia Conn, Christina Bartelheim				17	Harper Paluga
22	Wilson Collier, Lynne Jacobson				18	Richard Kaetzel
25	Amy Thompson						19	Colby Wells
								20	Tonya Schmidt, Danny Jaques
								24	Madison Smith, McKenna Smith
								26	Kenleigh Carmony
								Happy Anniversary to…
							Feb.	12	Mike and Barb Link
								15	Phil and Nancy Sieja

Bible Readings for January				Bible Readings for February                                                            
1	Matthew 2:13-23					1	Matthew 5:1-12
2	Hebrews 11:1-12					2	Philemon 1-25
3	Hebrews 11:13-22				3	James 5:1-6
4	Hebrews 11:23-31				4	Luke 6:17-26
5	Hebrews 11:32 – 12:2				5	1 John 5:1-5
6	Matthew 2:1-12					6	James 3:13-18
7	Ephesians 3:14-21				7	Mark 7:1-8
8	Ephesians 4:7, 11-16				8	Matthew 5:13-20
9	Luke 13:31-35					9	Romans 11:2-10
10	Acts 9:19b-31					10	2 Corinthians 4:1-12
11	Matthew 3:13-17					11	John 8:12-30
12	Acts 10:44-48					12	James 1:12-16
13	Acts 8:4-13					13	1 John 2:7-17
14	Matthew 12:15-21				14	Matthew 15:1-9
15	Galatians 1:6-12					15	Matthew 17:1-9
16	Acts 1:1-5					16	Acts 7:30-34
17	Luke 5:1-11					17	Romans 11:1-6
18	John 1:29-42					18	Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
19	Acts 8:26-40					19	Romans 1:1-7
20	Hebrews 10:1-4					20	Romans 1:8-17
21	Matthew 9:14-17					21	Matthew 18:1-7
22	Galatians 1:11-24					22	Matthew 4:1-11
23	Galatians 2:1-10					23	Hebrews 2:10-18
24	Luke 5:27-32					24	Hebrews 4:14 – 5:10
25	Matthew 4:12-23					25	Matthew 18:10-14
26	Ephesians 5:6-14					26	2 Timothy 1:3-7
27	Philippians 2:12-18				27	Romans 3:21-31
28	Luke 1:67-79					28	Luke 7:1-10
29	1 Peter 3:8-12
30	1 Timothy 5:17-24
31	John 13:31-35
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